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a few days' holiday/' she replied, " Besides, Miss
Venner said that he had taken no luggage with him.
That's what made me wonder what's happened to him.
It seemed very funny that if he meant to be away for
more than a night he hadn't taken at least a suit-case
with him."
So this point had arisen at last. Dr. Priestley had
wondered from the first whether Venner had taken a suit-
case with him or not. But he had purposely refrained
from asking the question, for fear of suggesting the
answer. His difficulty was that it was impossible to
verify the majority of the statements made to him. He
felt like a man climbing a strange ladder in the dark,
uncertain whether the next rung on which he put his foot
would give way beneath him or not.
" You see, Mr. Venner had told me that 1 might not
see him again for a few days," Miss Loveday continued.
" So I never thought of anything being the matter until
Miss Venner rang up on Thursday afternoon. I answered
the 'phone, as I always do, and she said: ' This is Miss
Venner, I want to speak to my brother/ She always
speaks to me like that. She doesn't like me for some
reason. I don't know why, I've hardly ever seen her.
" I told her that Mr. Venner was not in the office.
' Where is he, then?' she asked. I told her what he had
said to me about not being back for a few days. ' I
think he has gone away on business for a few days/ I
said. ' That's nonsense/ she answered, in a snappy
sort of way. ' He left here yesterday evening, telling
me he wouldn't be back till late. He didn't even take a
bag with him/ And then she rang off.
" I couldn't make it out at all. I could only think
that he had gone to dinner somewhere, and had been
persuaded to stay the night. But even then, it was odd
that he hadn't gone home or been to the office before
then. I didn't hear any more that day. But on Friday